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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 00679 051509Z 

50 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-05 DRC-01 SCI-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 /037 W 

067776 

R 051438Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4383 

UNCLAS TUNIS 679 

STATE FOR AF/N 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, BEXP, TS 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON USE OF GYPSUM 

1. HASSEN BOUSSOFFARA, SPECIAL ADVISOR TO MINISTRY 

OF NATIONAL ECONOMY, HAS ASKED EMBASSY FOR INFORMATION 
REGARDING TECHNIQUES TO PROCESS GYPSUM INTO GYPSUM 
BOARD. BOUSSOFFARA RESPONSIBLE FOR MINISTRY IN REGARD 
PROBLEMS OF INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION, INCLUDING CONTAMINA- 
TION OF MEDITERRANEAN FROM GYPSUM FROM PHOSPHORIC 
ACID PLANT IN GABES. AT PRESENT, 600,000 METRIC TONS 
OF GYPSUM BEING DUMPED INTO SEA WITH SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE 
TO FISHLIFE. THIS WILL INCREASE TO 1.5 MILLION MT IN 
SEVERAL YEARS. 

2. IBRD/IFC ADVISOR DURING RECENT VISIT SUGGESTED 

THAT THIS UNWANTED PRODUCT COULD BE PSY IN ECONOMICALLY 
VALUABLE IE BY TRANSFORMING IT INTO GYPSUM BOARD FOR 
CONSTRUCTION PURPOSES. ANOTHER GOT OFFICIAL SUGGESTED 
THAT GYPSUM CAN BE USED TO MAKE SULPHURIC ACID AND CEMENT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY LITERATURE 
WE CAN PASS ON TO BOUSSOFFARA ON USE AND MANUFACTURE 
OF GYPSUM BOARD AND ON PRODUCTION OF SULPHURIC ACID AND 
CEMENT FROM GYPSUM. ALSO REQUEST NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OF AMERICAN SUPPLIERS OR MANUFACTURERS OF EQUIPMENT USED IN 
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PRODUCTION OF ABOVE-MENTIONED PRODUCTS. WE BELIEVE THIS 
COULD REPRESENT SIGNIFICANT EXPORT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
EQUIPMENT IF PRODUCTION THESE GOODS FROM GYPSUM IN TUNISIA 
IS TECHNICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY FEASIBLE. 

SEELYE 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLLUTION, WATER POLLUTION, GYPSUM, CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS, CEMENTS, ACIDS, SULFUR 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TUNIS00679 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740253/aaaabygb.tel 

Line Count: 66 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 MAR 2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <27 NOV 2002 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON USE OF GYPSUM 
TAGS: SENV, BEXP, TS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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